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Israel’s African mlgrants seek refuge on
stage

By TIECANIE WEN
20673013

Hundreds of [sraelis, Sudanese, Eritreans gather in Levinsky Park in south Tel Aviv
to watch 1st public performance of “One Strong Black.” -

hola by Tiffania YWen
When the war is over, you can come to Sudan. And we won't ask you why you came.

So opened “One Strong Black," a satirical play written and performed by six illegal Darfurian migrants that
depicts the “typical" story of an African asylum seeker struggling to survive in south Tel Aviv. '

Nearly a thousand people, including hundreds of Israelis, hundreds of Sudanese and Eritreans migrants, and
a few intrigued directors keen to bring the show to their own stages, gathered in the warm twilight of Levinsky
Park on Saturday to watch the first public performance of “One Strong Black.” The title is a literal translation of
the common Hebrew phrase used for ordering a Turkish, or “black” coffee.

Sponsored by the Garden Library, a non-profit organization founded in 2009 by ARTEAM that has evolved
into a fuil-bfown educational and cultural center, the piay telis the story of a clueless new migrant from Darfur
bumbling his way through the refuges reality in Israel. -

In a combination of Hebrew, Arabic and English, we watched as our protagonist, played by 33-year-old Musa
Salkoya, arrives in Levinsky Park and learns where he falls on the park’s social hierarchy; he gets hired as a

janitor in a restaurant over his Hebrew-speaking peers so that his employers can more easily take advantage
of him; later, we laugh along as he attempts to mime a painful ailment at a Health Fund, only to be told by the

doctor that if he “drinks more water,” he’ll be fine.

“|t's written in such a beautifui way, and it's full of humor,” Yael Tal, who, along with Naama Redler, acted as
an artistic consultant for the play, said in a recent phone interview. "With political art it's easy to point your
finger and lecture the audience. But the show is not fike that. It has so much honesty.” Tal described the
experience of watchlng the play as havmg an |nt|mate conversation with the performers. “When you watch

them, you love them,” she said.

Tal was right. In one of the opening scenes of the play, Salkoya, along with several others, waits patiently to
apply for a visa at the Ministry of Interior. The visa agent, portrayed brilliantly by 29-year-old Babi lbrahim, is
more interested in having an obnoxious cell phone conversation with a friend than helping anyone waiting in

line.

Just like that, the gap between the Israeli experience, and the Sudanese experience was suddenly bridged.

Who among us hasn't dealt with some frustrating form of |sraeli bureaucracy, or a grocer who wouldn't hang
up the phone to assist us? Sudanese, Eritreans and Israelis found themselves laughing side by side—every
member of the audience was decidedly in on the inside joke.

“The scene at the visa office was so powerful because you faugh about it at first and fhen stop and cry a little
bit inside,” said 25-year-old Tel Aviv resident Shauna Ruda. "The scene illustrates the randomness of the visa

process and the dire nature of their situation here.”

Despite the near-constant doses of comedic relief, addressing the reality of the refugee problem in Israel is, of
course, an inseparable part of the show. Earlier this month, news broke that Israel was negotiating with an
unnamed African country to repatriate thousands of Eritrean infiltrators currently residing in Israel. This time

-~ last year, hundreds of illegal migrants were deported to the newly independent South. Sudan and hundreds

more were detained in facilities in the south of the country. A recent report stated that 22 of those who were
deported last June have died in the last year.

in south Tel Aviv, complaints of crime made by local Israeli residents, including two high-profile cases of rape,

htt_p://www.jpost.com/LandedPages/PrintArticle.aspx?id=3 17562 22/07/2013



- Police Spokesperson Mickey Ronsenfield, recent police efforts include extra units around Levinsky Park,
circulating patrol cars, border police and undercover units.

With seeming inadequate action by the government, the atmosphere in south Te| Aviv and other areas of the
country with high numbers of asylum seekers has gotten so tense that some have suggested that the migrant

situation is reaching an explosive boiling point.

Ibrahim said that he understands why some Israelis don't want asylum seekers here. “If | was Isragli, and
there were new people coming in who I didn't know, I wouidn'’t treat them very well in the beginning either. Byt
‘maybe once they know us, they wili find us worthy of their respect.”

difference between you and me is that I liveq in g country that was torn apart by war and | had to leave. Our
dream is that one day it will be safe enough to return home.” :

If there’s one criticism that can be made of what was an otherwise compelling hour of satire, it's that the show
didn’t offer any solutions or alternatives for the Israelj government, But perhaps, this is intentional.
Repeatedly, the members of the group alluded to the notion that the |sraeli government was out of reach. Y

“We don't think this will change the government,” Suliman said. “But for the reguiar people who don’t know
anything about us, about African people living here, maybe this will change their minds’ ahout us.”

Ibrahim added: “The theater is just a tool to convey a message, to reach out to israelis in the hopes that they'll
get to know us, where we have come from, and why we are here. We only want to give the audience the tools
to get to know us. If Israelis decide at the end of the process that they don’t want us here because they're not
convinced, or they don't have the space, or they have too many problems, then that's okay. That's their
decision. But we are here to start the conversation.” . '

If the show finds it way onto Israeli stages—and it seems likely that it will-—we might soon discover if the
Israeli public is interested in communicating back. :

For more on "One Strong Black,” visjt hitp:www, theqardeniibrary.org,

Tiffanie Wen s a freelance writer based in Tel Aviv. Follow her on Twitter @tiffaniewen.
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"JNHCR is concerned with the arbitrary application and draconian nature
of this Procedure combined with the new law.. . UNHCR is also concerned
that the detention is not for purposes of deportation, rather for purposes of
criminal punishment on the basis of administrative evidence without due

process..."
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(Hav 24!03!1 3)

This part i forTnternaMmsD” off‘ca use

i

e A B0 i e n_pf-iﬂC|p__a]_-_APIP__|i=ant-_._.I ke ___ 1
Q Dependant Applicant
RSD File#: Other #:
Arrival Date (de/mmiyyyy): Reg. Date (@emmiyyyy) ‘Special Needs:
_____ fome N A N o
Reg, Stﬂt: Filled by:

Linked RSD Files:

.
L ...‘,' '=""":i"'" f
T LR S "-!\lll' i"'

R T T A """‘n;l ‘m,mw-,‘
niInfc

: ::'Reg:stratlo B
Parts A to H must be completed for every adult and chuld Applieant, mcluding family members and other
dependants who are accompanying a Principal Applicant,

............

(#-means a number)

gFaiIing full comgletion af this agglication could cause your request to be not considered!

Part A — Basic Bio Data (Personal Information)

1. Full Neme (underiine main name).
2. Other Names Used:

3. Father's Name: 4, Mother's Name:
5 Sex: QMale  QFfemale 6. Nationality:
6.1 Citizenship: 6.2 Other Citizenship:

7. Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)i _ /. A _ = — (It known give estimated year of birth):

B. Place of Birth:
9. Marital Status: O Single Q Married Q Engaged ([ Separated Q Divorced Q Widowed

10. Spouse's Name (if applicable):
11. Religion: , 12. Ethnicity:

RSD uUnit Address:

fei-Aviv. Derech Shiomo st. (Salame) 53, 7' Eloor, Zip code 66089, Tel: 03-6805300 Fax: 03-6806301
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8

. '
B

13, Full Address of Last Place of Residence in Home Country:

| 14T Contact NiimbersTin"Home Country: A

15. Full Present Address of Residence in Israel:

16. Contact Numbers in Israel;

N part B - Education (Highest Level)

Name of Institution Place/Country From To | Qualification Obtained
(mm/yyyy) | (mm/yyyy)

/Ay [ Ay

AP [ Sp

Part C — Occupation (Most recent in the home country)
Name of Employer Place/Country L T ¥
. (mmfyyyy) | (mm/yyyy)“ L

S | —Seea

A R A

part D - Identification Documents / Other Documents Provided

Document Type, Number Place of Date of Date of Original

Issue Issue Expiry Provided?
(dd/mm/yyyy) | (dd/mm/yyyy) .
S S| S L _ | DYes QNo

AL LA |QYes ONo

S S oL L | QYes QNo

A A / /. ___ |OYes QNo

LS L [ 9Yes ONo

LS |QYes ONo

RSD Unit Address:
Tel-Aviv, Derech Shlome st. (Salame) 53, 7' Floor, Zip cade 66089, Tel: 03-6806300 Fax: 03-6806301
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Documents Obtained Llegally: .~ - TR

il o | any_of;.th&documems‘hsted:above.wete.net_lssued quallv,--please explam how they were.obtaingd. |

Missing Documents:

explain why you do not have these documents

please explain why,

Part E — Applicant’s UNHCR Registration History

1. Have you already been registered by UNHCR in any country in the world? 0 Yes O No

If 'you ‘are missing |dentit\'rlaocuments or other documents that -are relevant to.your claim,. please

If “you-are~missing-documents; will-you-be-able-to-obtain- th&se-documenlz-;—m -the-future?—If-mot, |-

i
i

If yes, where were you registered? | Registration #: Date of registration:

(dd/mm/yyyy):
A A
2. Have you ever applied for refugee status with UNHCR or 8 government? 0O Yes 0O No
If Yes,
Where? | When? Decision and/or status
obtained:
BT 1 e Eamiy HONBE NGl OrpOSIEIORE e b

lf the Appllcant is applymg as a dependant/family member of a Prlncnpal Applicant, and the lnfofmatnon In
Parts F to H is identlcal to the form of the Princlpal Appltcant, the reglstrauon number of the Principal

Applicant may be provided instead of completing Parts F to H. s L
Registration # of Principal Applicant .- LR 'i I

Part F — Family Members and Dependants Accompanying the Applicant

“FullName 7 ' 1| i Individual i ¢ Relatioriship to : Date of Birth -

.| . Reqistration # . Agplicant | (ddfmm/yyyy)
01 | I A A
02 I A A,
0 e Sm e
0 S A A
05 AN S

RSD Unit Address: .
Tel-aviv, Derech Shlnmo st (Salame) 53, 7™ Floor, ZIp code 66039 Tel: 03-6806300 Fax: 03-6806301
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10 - SoSo - -

Full-Name

_Relationship-| _Date of Birth_ _Cltizenship i . . Occupation. . .
to Applicant | (dd/mm/yyyy) | . '

R pn N PR 2 N S ——————
oid e ——
Y A SY.
VR

N A A
L.

"
I}
|i
fi

Part H - Non-Accompanying Family Members and Dependants Living Qutside

Home Country

Full Name Relationship | Date of Birth
to Applicant | (dd/mm/yyyy)

A Ay
I A A

S A
A S

" Address, ' :.C..itizerlship

RSD Unit Address:

Tel-Aviv, Derech Shlomo st. (5alamé) 53, 7'" Floor, Zip code 66089, Tel! 03-6806300 Fax: 03-6806301
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Additior mﬁf TR e

'y

‘ ‘"“"—'—““"Parts:m'itrnustbe-complete Hareve g‘adult-zj'gghcant-ol‘-by-chlldron—who—are-applylng.as.&:lnalpal

Applicants.

= | T I ey =] Tu o PP e e e e T B s
4 Countrias of Transit: From To Travel Document Used :
{mm/dd/yyyy) | (mm/dd/yyyy)
AN A R A A
-t Sl LS
AR A B A A
I DA SRR S AN A

_—

2. Means of Travel out of Home Country;

.o . o . w = = e wm

Part I ~ Details of Travel )
1. Date of Departure from Home Country (dd/mm/ywwyY: _ _/ /o __

—37Exit-Pointfrom-Home-Country: ' : -

G E Nty pointin-Host-Country-1sraer

6. Date of arrival in Israel (dd/mm/vywy): _ _/ /e _

7. Have you been to Israel before? O Yes O No
If yes, please provide date and duration of stay:

Part J — Sex of Interviewer / Language(s) of Interview

Do you have a prefarence to be interviewed by a staff member and interpreter of a particular sex?
Qyes O No

If yes, indicate which sex: O Male 0O Female

What official language(s) do you prefer for Asylum request interviews?

RSD Unit Address! _
Tel-Aviv, Derech Shlomo st. (Salame) 53, 2% Rloor, ZIp code 66089, Tel: 03-6806300 Fax; 03-6806301
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B Part K — Written Statement

ot

When answering the questions below, you should tell us everything about why you
.| believe that you are in need of refugee status. You should provide as much detail as
‘possible, including the date when the relevant events occurred. It is important that you i ...~
provide ful)l and truthful answers to these questions, If you need more space, please
attach additional pages with the details.
. T ey e

T S NI T ::‘.."-:'.';'.“ .i..'..:.‘:...."._._:'.. . . o _,"i',
'1." Why did you leave your home ‘country? {Write your answerifi c bng)-i- -t - - -

2. What do you believe may happen to you, or membe’_rs of your. 'I"noyg.'éh:old, if you return

to your home country? Please explain why, (Write your answer in cleat. handwriting) -

RSD Unit Address:

Tel-Avlv, Derech Shiomo st. (Salame) 53, 7** Floor, 2ip code 660889, Tel: 03-6806300 Fax: 03-6806301
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ror-previously Belopnedin 3 our Rome couatry. Describewhatype ol an

——— T -

——organization or-group n_.wmvocﬁ,.u. ns_:.am*o:... AnSWerin. mmu-.._.ﬁ..m..._a#ﬁuu] e

———family-

\%I!U

-3, _State_any.golitical, relgicus. military or ethnic to which.you o1 2Ry members amuq=|q_|l

4. Have you ewer served in the mqaﬁ. it so, _&mumm provide dJates of services, rank and
E.vn o1 aaﬁ..m__unmm whers yau wn..__.mn uﬁn s.mﬁn 42... qnu!v:u&.u...mw were. n@.._..nm

S, Have yol ever been arrested or detained in your home country? I§yes, write the date
of arsest and date of release. Have you ever been convicted by coust of law in your
home country? IF so, give nm-wnm oa.n#w_.mmm and mnﬁm:.nﬂm e__.._..awg:_. answrerin
dhesr handwriting) ;

RS0 Unit AddTess:
Tel-Aviv, Darech Shlcmo st, (S3lame) 53, 7 Floor, Zip code 65039, Tel: B3-6BBSIID Fax: §3-£806301
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~—————To-be-signed-by-the-Applicant

I declare that the information I have supplied on and with this form is complete, correct and
current in every detail,

I uridérstand that if I have given false or misleading information, my application for refugee
status may be refused, or if I have been granted refugee status that status may be revoked,

_Lundertake.to_inform_Population.and_tmmigration_Authority of any significant changes in my
situation while my application is being considered, including any changes in my address |
and contact numbers, the arrival or departure of members of my household or other
changes in my family situation.

Signature of Applicant:

Date:

Place:

RSD Unit Address:
Tel-Aviv, Dorech Shiemo st. (Salame) 83, 7' Rloor, 2ip code 66089, Tel: 03-6806300 Fax: 03-6805_301
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Y12 TPIINIPIN TION 33 PYOT WIR (non-refoulement) IVIANN N WY MK DY
YNTI L, DYNIN DUNY DNY TN DMPY T TINND 3 Pyl 1951 mun Db ¥ DTnyn
ONAYYL DX NN ATNN MINIPAN VIVHN 1D PON NN 17,1984 MVHD DIWH IN DPUNN
7-) 6 DIPYDN I N NN .((1994) 848 843 (3)un T 00N W /) BNV IN 5190/94 Y1)

1966 WD MBI APAIIN NIN3T 7272 MINND

TIANND MYIBNA NNHAD NIR TINNN X YITIN NN IIPY 900 MYTRN Y nPoInn nann
NYNANHDY NN 7Y 10N DX5aN NMNNT (1)33 PYD .DMMSIND VIPH WP JY W 19INT

5¥3 1PV NN TIYNNN N PY . "in any manner whatsoever” : yon )W NNV TYT 902
AN NVINNT NN 0200 1N NINNIN I9IN

"[...] the duty under Art. 33 is to avoid certain consequences (namely,
return to the risk of being persecuted), whatever the nature of the actions

which lead to that result." {(Hathaway, J., The Rights of Refugees under
International Law (2005), p. 318).
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"The compulsory departure of an alien may also be achieved by a State by
means of coercive acts or threats that are attributable to the State rather
than a formal decision or order,.In some cases, aliens have been compelled
to leave a country under the guise of a "voluntary departure program"
which was in fact compulsory. These coercive measures which deprive an
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alien of any real choice other than to leave the country are somectimes
referred to as “constructive expulsion." (International Law Commission,
Expulsion of Aliens: Memorandum by the Secretariat (Fifty-eighth
session, 2006), Geneva, 1 May — 9 June and 3 July — 11 August 2006, UN
General Assembly document A/CN.4/565, paragraph 68 (p.62). available
at: http://legal.un.org/ilc/documentation/english/a_cnd_565.pdf
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NNNZ 0NN DIPH NX PPAYNY NP DY NMYa DMYN VPR SYPany AN N MNSYnn
MY N0 .V5PN WP 600,000-2 DINNDI NP YW NHOYA .MPTHN YV 1900 NN 0Xhan
NPNKD M2YL MDY 191 ,05¥2 T TINVNNT 1921 KT VIPR WPAN 2 NN NN NDYnD 2012
VOPD SUPIN 9N 18 1157 PHVIAN NIV TV TN NPYRnN 2013 NIV YNNI .DYWwYua
VIR VOVHN NP2 .DYMWON NNNKT IIYY N L,OMOY 1Y DY 10T P9 IPINY 13 )0TOSNA
NINT NYY DY AN 2D VOPHN WP DXWYIAN YO 9y a5 mnbwinnn NvpTY
D59 HY NINNY S92 NYAN NXTIW MIWANT 121 NNIY, NP S NPpIng»an nvmamn nhans

123 DRNIN MDY

"In my view, the implementation of the overall policy of relocation and
encampment as evidenced in the letters particularly in regard to the
imposition of conditions created by the implementation of Government
Directive may violate the State international refugee protection obligations.
Furthermore, aggressive pursuit of such a policy may have the effect of
constructively repatriating urban refugees back to the countries from which
they had fled." (Kituo Cha Sheria and others v. The Attorney General,
Kenya: High Court, 26 July 2013, para. 72, available at:
http:/fwww refworld.org/docid/51{622294 . html).
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"[...] violation of the principle may be indirect and may be the unintended
consequence of a policy that does not, on its face, violate the principle.”
(para. 74).
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Y00 DIPNY NN DINITNY OVPIPIN DOWIN DY DIMTNT DI N210Y Wann

“If refugees are legally recognized as such, their rights are protected and
if they are allowed to settle, their choice to repatriate is likely to be truly
free and voluntary. If, however, their rights are not recognized, if they
are subjected to pressures and restrictions and confined to closed
camps, they may choose to return, but this is not an act of free will.”
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Handbook -
Voluntary Repatriation: International Protection, January 1996, page
10, para. 2.3, available at: http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b3510.html

(emphasis added).
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[(http://www.haaretz.co.il/news/education/1.1937142 - 25.02.2013
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"Woluntary return from detention: There have been hundreds of cases of
so-called “voluntary returns” of mainly Sudanese citizens, 500 from
detention as mentioned this morning. However, the “voluntariness of
return” from detention is questionable when the person concerned is given
the choice between three years of detention or departure but without
proper and thorough examination of his request for international
protection and full determination of the potential danger facing him upon

return.”
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