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Us department of state: 2021 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: ”Eritrea: The country’s national service 30
obligation amounted to a form of forced labor. By law all citizens between ages 18 and 50, with limited exceptions, must
perform national service. The national service obligation legally consists of six months of military training and 12 months of
active military or civilian national service, for a total of 18 months, or, for those unfit to undergo military training, 18 months
of service in any public and government organ. During times of emergency, however, the government can suspend the 18-
month limit, which it did in 1998 with the outbreak of the war with Ethiopia and has not rescinded. The result is an indefinite
extension of the duration of national service, in some cases for more than 20 years; discharge from National Service is arbitrary
and procedures for doing so remain opaque. Conscripts were employed by all governmental and party-run agencies, including

for-profit enterprises, in conditions of forced labor.”
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The law prohibits torture. Reports of torture, however, : (5> 30 vrn) 2021 MY TIRPPINND NPTHN NPYNHD NNT
continued, especially against political prisoners. According to UN experts, torture is allegedly common at the Eritrean prison.
Former prisoners who have escaped the country have reported being tied up and held upside down on frames, legs and arms
In August 2019, Human Rights Watch published sbound, while their feet, legs and buttocks were beaten with sticks or wire.

a report documenting security forces’ torture, including by beating, prisoners, army deserters, national service evaders, of
persons attempting to flee the country without travel documents, and members of certain religious groups.
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human rights in Eritrea, A/IHRC/44/23, 11 May 2020, Para. 32
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