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“Many see maintaining their employment, however problematic, as the only
means of repaying the debt. In the event that the debt is not repaid, they fear both
recrimination from their families and the economic damage caused by the lost
investment.

In cases where families have borrowed and invested a lot of money, the migrants
might be forced by their relatives to repay the debt... Previous research has
indicated that many community members feel migrant domestic workers have an
obligation to send remittances, even if doing so involves subjecting themselves to
physical and sexual exploitation. (32 y)

According to information obtained from the two shelters, many families of
returnees are happy to find their family member safe, regardless of the new
economic burden brought by debt. Some, however, refuse to welcome the
returnees home: “A father of one girl came to the shelter and asked if she had
brought money with her. When he learned that she came empty-handed, he
refused to accept her and left the shelter without her.” (33 my)

In the two shelters, returnees claim that they don’t remember the addresses of their
families or any of their relatives. Although memory loss can sometimes be a
symptom of trauma, in some cases it is clear that the returnees wish to avoid
reunification with their families. Some may hope to return abroad or to make

.
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money in Addis Ababa. One returnee described her fear as follows: What would
people say when I return empty-handed? What would people say when they
see I didn’t change the clothes I wore when I migrated? What would people
say when they see I am not healthy? What would people say seeing me
pregnant?”.?
POYY 90N IPNN TOIY ,TPAPTING MINND DOV NIY NPXNIIND NHPLDN YW MYpPN MWD Yy - .24
X997 MMTHI NNY NIV DOWI DY ONIINN 1A8Na

“Coming back to a highly judgmental and scrutinizing “home” for Lakech and
other migrant workers therefore becomes a burden rather than liberation. Lakech
never told anyone about the life she led after she ran away. She was hoping
returning home would provide relief, although she now lives in fear.
“Whenever I am outside of my house, I fear someone from that life will expose
me,” she responded when I asked her about her communal experiences. The
troubling thing is it has been ten years since Lakech returned to her community.
Consequently, the support system from family, friends and the broader
community that migrant returnees conceive of prior to coming back is often

non-existent and therefore does not guarantee successful rehabilitation or

effective reintegration into society”.?

TTINMY NAD NOYWN , N0 NMOXN PNIIND NITNDI XX N1TH SNNIWNN GNYN ITYND 1wy .25
)22 IND NMPAYY NIV 2P MHDIDAN D DDIANN WYNN — MONNND MINNN W ,NX1APN MHaN NIy
P19 P9 NPN DY DYV .1PNIANY NOONONID 19900 NOYY INNASY 19IND TIWD N9 Y5 97yina DTN
I8 Y7 ,NTNNN ON PIPAYY DXNNA YN - NPTHN DY NIIND Y21 RON,PTN NNVN 0295 Y0000
MIMIXD TINN NN OWYNN 0> DIV 1Py DTN 32 IND DY NWIVND ND¥TD ,NYInd Dipivinad
(NP0 IN N9 DIPIVINGY 1oND) (56 N79) 15.11.2000 ,71212) NSIN PIIND YW T MTNINDD

NPNINZ NN ,NININ NNIANPY I2INN N0 JMX DX INTIIND NIAPN MIIN NAYN D MYLY DDA .26
Dy DYV MMNKD (2)(A)1 PYD NINND OXNIN ONP MYAIPN 2006 MWD DOV OMIND MDN)
UNHCR Guidelines - The application of Article ) DTN )22 9nDY )12>02 011N OXWINI IND MNP
1A(2) of the 1951 Convention and/or 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees to victims of

9 DY AHRYMINNY IR MIN NN oY) trafficking and (persons at risk of being trafficked

W 19 ,72¥2 INDIV M OV NMIDDN NN PINDD NMYY NN MNYI VTN TITA D)) NN

! CAUGHT BETWEEN POVERTY AND TRAUMA Addressing the human rights of trafficked domestic workers from
Ethiopia. Strategic Initiative for Women in the Horn of Africa (SIHA) Network. January 2017 [https://sihanet.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/09/Caught-Between-Poverty-and-Trauma.pdf] .34 rnya

2 Ketema, N. (2014). Female Ethiopian migrant domestic workers: An analysis of migration, return-migration and

reintegration experiences (Master’s Thesis). University of Oregon [https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/36692716.pdf] mya
.89
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NYIVN TPNIIND NPPVDN ,MIPTIN KW STINMN WP T vwNnn Dyd voisw Ketema Sv mpnn .27
AT IR PINY NN DII9) NTIAYN PIY WTNND 20NWND ININD MWD MY 1INDIY DOV DY INDI1D DY
: IVTIND DY DINNY Y NPINT YT Ty
“Gossip in the community that leads to stigmatization has a tremendously
negative impact on the women’s success in reintegrating into her
community. Return migrant workers in such cases prefer to stay home to
avoid community gossip. With limited opportunity for economic integration
or movement to another place, the women are usually trapped by indecision
[...] Community members push the women’s resistance with verbal

abuse and stigmatization that, in most instances, pushes the women
back to exploitative labor migration”.>

[=))24 )

YIUN MPON NX WA 19102 MRV TUR D20 MTIND TR NMIDYN DOWI 27 HY 1My NN NDNIN N 7791 .28

LOVNIY INNYD L,INTNN XOY VY YN 9D DI WD 1D .TPYS MY 1TV NIDY DMIPYM)

- )2 5NN MOMY MDY ,INIY NOTH ONY NVIWVINY YPDN MO TN ; IDIND 12NN 19N ,1IND)

25 NN MINNKD PON NPAPNND ININM DI DRIV YNYIP . TNYD VIANDY )N NN VYN DPYY INYYHNN

; DTN OIMDY 2 12NP 919D HWNN NDY0A JNIN SN ,NI12NN DYDY 1YW ININ PNTN ,DIPOWN NYOIN
AUNN INDNN ATIA PNN IRIYID ININYD IDIN)

27 DV YTHYN DR TOND WD TIA0N MYPIAN NXR,NY NYP NIPN DY MPIND NPTINOD M0 dva .29
JPRYA TN NTNMN NIVIMIN MINNDI NNIY,IDND NI 1PV NINON

AN NN DV TN WY DN THON) YT 53 NIIYND TMVID TNy Nnw) .30
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Abrham Moges (2014). An assessment on reintegration of Ethiopian female trafficked returnees from Saudi Arabia to
Ethiopian society. Unpublished Master*s thesis. School of social
work, Addis Ababa University
[http://213.55.95.56/bitstream/handle/123456789/1190/Abraham%20Moges.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y];
Abrham, Dejen (2017) Socio-Demographic Variables and Acculturation Experience as Correlates of Social Adjustment
among Ethiopian Migrant Returnees from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: The Case of Returnees in Kobo Woreda, North
East Ethiopia
http://213.55.95.56/bitstream/handle/123456789/16882/Dejen%20Abrham.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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